
How do communities work together to face adversity? 

During this project, the driving 
subjects are Geography and Design & 

Technology.  We learn about real-world 
issues and how we can make a 

difference, learning about different 
places and communities and how 

technology can improve people’s lives. 

Project Launch: Religious Education 

We ask: How can religions help people when times get hard? 

We begin our project by exploring our values in the context of 
Jewish and Hindu beliefs about facing adversity. We learn about 

how prayer, ritual and belief are used by religious communities when 
they face difficulties. We look at how faith builds resilience and 

brings hope to believers.  

Science: Evolution and inheritance 

We learn to recognise that living things have 
changed over time and that fossils provide 

information about living things that inhabited 
the Earth millions of years ago. We recognise 

that living things produce offspring of the 
same kind, but normally offspring vary and are 
not identical to their parents and identify how 

animals and plants are adapted to suit their 
environment in different ways and that 

adaptation may lead to evolution. 

Geography: 

Our geography learning focuses on the relationship 
between human beings and water. We find out what 

happens when changes in weather patterns and climate 
mean there is too much water, using Ordnance Survey 
maps to understand why this happened in the village of 

Whaley Bridge in 2019. We use 6 figure grid references 
and contour lines to understand the physical and human 

features of this location.  

Music: 

We will explore the different dynamics 
of music, listening and evaluating music 
written on the theme of adversity and 
then having a go at composing our own. 

Design and Technology: 

We think about how design solutions can create homes that are resistant to flooding as part of 
our learning about the changing climate. We evaluate existing flood resistant homes and 

innovations,. We communicate our ideas through increasingly complex designs, including cross-
sectional designs and exploded diagrams. We learn how to cut and join wood to form a 3D frame. 
We build our technical knowledge by exploring how pulleys work, testing these in order to raise 
and lower objects out of flood water. We finish our homes by waterproofing them, working out 

how to solve problems such as maintaining clear entry and exit ways without letting water inside.  

Geography: 

In contrast to our earlier geography 
work, we explore what happens when 

there is too little water, using maps and 
atlases to identify parts of the world 
where people do not have enough clean 
water to drink. We find out about, and 
celebrate, examples of people working 

to impact on their environment in a 
positive way by bringing clean water to 

communities who really need it, 
considering the challenges they must 

overcome to do this. 

Science: Animals including humans 

We identify and name the main parts of the 
human circulatory system, and describe the 
functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood 
and recognise the impact of diet, exercise, 
drugs and lifestyle on the way their bodies 
function. We describe the ways in which 
nutrients and water are transported within 
animals, including humans. 

Answering the Project Question: 

At the end of the project, we reflect on all of 
our learning and answer our project question: 
How do communities work together to face 

adversity?  

Religious Education 

Easter and Salvation 

We find out about 
Christian beliefs about 

Easter the importance of 
Jesus’ death and 

resurrection.  
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Art: 

After finding out about the different 
animals and how they adapted over time in 
science,  we have opportunities to practice 

drawing from observation, creating 
sketches of fossils and animals. We use 
this to develop our use of patterns, tone 

and texture in drawing.  

Design and Technology: 

We also learn how designers and engineers are helping parts of 
the world that don’t have enough water. We research innovations 

in drills and have a go at designing our own. Each year, we send 
our designs to the makers of the Village Drill in Utah, who have 
created a drill that has brought water to over 100 communities 

across the world. We really value the amazing feedback they give 
us on our designs!  


