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Ethos Statement

In accordance with the aims of the school, the Governing Body of St Mary’s believe that all members of the school community should be esteemed, cared for, treated courteously and encouraged to make their unique contribution.  Within our Christian ethos of love, forgiveness and justice for each person as a valued child of God, we aim to develop understanding and respect for each other’s faith, culture and language, and to teach, exemplify and uphold equal opportunities for all.

Context

St Mary’s School is a one/two-form entry Primary school for children between the ages of four and eleven.  It aims to fulfil the educational needs of all its children.  These children come from a varied cross-section of the local community and represent a variety of abilities, social, ethnic, and religions, values, beliefs and customs.  The Sex and Relationships Education Policy will be sensitive towards the established morals and values of all the major religious and philosophies.  As a Church School, emphasis will be placed on promoting marriage as the ideal framework within which sex is expressed and enjoyed.  

Aims

1. To consider the importance of committed, caring and loving relationships, and to develop sensitivity towards the needs of others, encompassing fidelity and loyalty.

2. To encourage the exploration of values and moral issues and to be aware and respectful of the various religious and cultural views of sexual behaviour.

3. To provide knowledge of human reproductive processes.

4. To enable the children to understand the physical, emotional and social changes of puberty.

5. To inform the children on matters of personal hygiene and related health issues.

6. To reassure children of their value and self-worth, including aspects of dignity, self-respect and self-restraint.

7. To help empower children to make informed choices about sex.

Objectives

Sex Education will be taught through:

· The teaching of the statutory content of the Science Curriculum.

· The content of PSHE as is appropriate.

· A mini-science-related topic in Phase 3 (Y5 & Y6).
Guiding Principles

Class Teachers will use the policy and schemes of work for Science and PSHE, as prepared by subject managers, to deliver the appropriate curriculum.  There will be a whole-school approach from the Reception Year to Year 6.  This subject will be taught in a cross-curricular way, encompassing all of the elements within the National Curriculum as well as the broader issues identified in this policy.  
Sex Education will usually be taught in mixed sex classes although there are some opportunities for single sex teaching.  The class teacher will answer genuine questions, as they arise, factually and sensitively within the context, taking into account of the maturity of the child, and with due consideration for the religious and cultural factors, and in accordance with the philosophy, aims and objectives of the school.  They will seek to clarify any misconceptions subject to specific guidelines from the Governing Body.
There may be occasional specific lessons in which Health Professionals will be invited to address the children in the presence of the class teacher.  Notification should always be sent to parents in advance of such lessons.  

Parents

The responsibility for the Sex and Relationships Education Policy is the Governing Body’s. Parents will be invited to contribute to the review and evaluation of the policy via Healthy School consultation exercises. The Head Teacher and staff are also happy to receive feedback when areas of sex education are taught in class.  
Where necessary, the policy will be adapted to meet each child’s needs as an individual.  Parents have the right to withdraw their child from aspects of Sex Education.  However, if a parent should feel it necessary to consider withdrawing their child, they are asked to arrange to come to school and discuss any concerns with the Head Teacher.

Sex Education at St Mary’s is to be taught across the curriculum and it will not be possible to separate out all the Sex Education lessons.  Parents will be informed when specifically identified Sex Education lessons are being taught in Phase 3 (Y5 & Y6).
Parents are also invited to a meeting prior to the teaching of SRE so that they understand the programmes of study covered and have an opportunity to review the materials that will be used.
Pubertal Provision 

Sanitary bins are placed in the KS2 disabled toilet and First Aid Room.

Sanitary products will be kept in the First Aid Room and are available from any member of staff (the child has the right to obtain these from a member of staff they feel comfortable in asking).
The disabled toilet and also the first aid room are available to children who may require changing facilities.
Intimate care for children with disabilities will be provided by a designated member of staff if required (as detailed in the individual care plan).

Child Sex-Abuse Procedure

The Child Protection Procedures, as laid down by Birmingham LA, are followed.  Confidentiality must not prevent action if the child is “at risk”.  Teachers will listen sympathetically to anything a child wishes to disclose and will, where they feel a child is at risk, contact the DSP in accordance with the Child Protection Procedures, a copy of which is available for parents in the school.

Dissemination of the Policy.

Every family will receive a copy of the policy as it is updated.  The policy will be presented to all staff for discussion.  All staff and governors keep copies. It is also available on the school website and within the school Prospectus.

CURRICULUM PLAN

	
	PSHE/SEAL
	SCIENCE

	FOUNDATION STAGE
	· New beginnings

· Good to be me

· Say no to bullying

· Going for goals

· Getting on and falling out

· Relationships

· Changes
	Use words re: feelings.  Speak positively about oneself and others. Begin to work with partner in Y4.  

	Parts of the body

	YEAR 1
	· New beginnings

· Good to be me

· Say no to bullying

· Going for goals

· Getting on and falling out

· Relationships

· Changes
	Begin to express positive feelings.  Work with Y5 Partner.  Understand consequences of own actions.

	Ourselves – similarities and differences
Plants – reproduction/ germination

	YEAR 2
	· New beginnings

· Good to be me

· Say no to bullying

· Going for goals

· Getting on and falling out

· Relationships

· Changes
	Express feelings related to negative experiences. Speak positively about oneself and others.

	Ourselves and other animals – know that living things have babies, know how animals change as they get older

	YEAR 3
	· New beginnings

· Good to be me

· Say no to bullying

· Going for goals

· Getting on and falling out

· Relationships

· Changes
	Develop .ability to express feelings. Begin to understand differences in culture, gender, ability and/or religion.

	Parts of the body – bones/teeth
Green plants

	YEAR4 
	· New beginnings

· Good to be me

· Say no to bullying

· Going for goals

· Getting on and falling out

· Relationships

· Changes
	Summarise others feelings-empathy.  Value people who care for them.  Control emotional impulses.  

	Micro-organisms – comparing living things, importance of hygiene

	YEAR 5
	· New beginnings

· Good to be me

· Say no to bullying

· Going for goals

· Getting on and falling out

· Relationships

· Changes
	Begin to use assertive language, resisting negative peer pressure. Learn to control emotional impulses as appropriate.  Emotional needs.  

	Being Healthy.

Reproduction. Information re: human body and sexual organs.  The mechanics, wet dreams and menstruation.

	YEAR 6
	· New beginnings

· Good to be me

· Say no to bullying

· Going for goals

· Getting on and falling out

· Relationships

· Changes
	Be able to use assertive language to resist negative peer pressure.  Discuss social issues of marriage / divorce /separation.  


	Functions of flower parts. Reproduction of plants.
Reproduction. Information re: human body and sexual organs.  The mechanics, wet dreams and menstruation.
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