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Ethos Statement

Our school is committed to bringing out the best in each other so that every member of the school community can know ‘life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10). Through learning of the teachings of Jesus, we believe that our children can explore and develop their understanding of Core Christian values as markers and guides for their own lives. We aim for the school’s Core Christian values to inform and influence our pupils’ moral compass and allow them to enjoy ‘life in all its fullness’. These values are known as the 'Sunshine 6'. They are: Forgiveness, Perseverance, Honesty, Compassion, Courage and Respect.
This policy ensures that the school is compliant with the relevant provisions of the 2010 Equality Act.

Context
St Mary’s CofE Primary School is a two-form entry primary school for children between the ages of four and eleven.  It aims to fulfil the educational needs of all its children.  Our children come from a cross-section of the local community and represent a range of abilities; diverse social, cultural and faith groups and families with a variety of values, beliefs and customs.  This policy aims to be sensitive and respectful towards our school community.

This policy has been informed by the following guidance:
Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education (DfE 2021)
Valuing All God’s Children (Church of England Education Office 2017)

Valuing All God’s Children: Guidance for Implementation (Birmingham Diocesan Board of Education 2017)

Parental Engagement on Relationships Education (DfE 2019)
Implementation of Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education September 2020 (Church of England Education Office 2020)

Definition
Relationships education enables children to consider the importance of committed, caring and loving relationships and to develop sensitivity towards the needs of others. It encourages the exploration of values and moral issues and to be aware and respectful of the various religious and cultural views of relationships between individuals.

It aims to reassure children of their value and self-worth, including aspects of dignity, self-respect and self-regulation and to enable them to make positive choices about the development of their relationships with others. In this way, we aim to provide children with the skills to make a positive contribution to the world around them.

The teaching of relationships education at St Mary’s
Teaching staff will use this policy and associated resources which support the teaching of Relationships Education to deliver an age-appropriate curriculum to the children.  
There is a whole-school approach from the Reception to Year 6 with the subject being taught both discretely and in a cross-curricular way, encompassing all of the relevant elements contained within the National Curriculum as well as the key principles identified in the aforementioned guidance.  
Where necessary, the delivery of the Relationships Education curriculum will be adapted to meet each child’s individual needs so it is accessible to all children.
Curriculum provision for Relationships Education is detailed in the tables overleaf. The school uses its Christian foundation as the basis for its teaching and this is supplemented by a range of published resources and planning tools such as the school’s Anti-Bullying programme and the ‘No Outsiders’ range of fiction books.
	YEAR GROUP
	KEY CONTENT
	KEY SKILLS

	RECEPTION
	To say what I think.
To understand that it’s ok to like different things.

To make friends with someone different.

To understand that all families are different.

To celebrate my family.

	I can tell you the things that I like.
I can make up my own mind.

I can ask others what they think.



	YEAR 1
	To like the way that I am.
To play with girls and boys.

To recognise that people are different ages.

To understand that our bodies work in different ways.

To understand that we share the world with different people.
	I know the ways we are different.
I know how to make my class welcoming.

I know that both boys and girls play exciting games and I know that boys and girls can play together.

I know that we all grow up.

I can tell you good things about getting older.

I know that everyone is different.

I know that you can’t always see difference.

I know I live in a world that is full of different people.


	YEAR 2
	To understand what diversity is.
To understand how we share the world.

To understand what makes someone feel proud.

To feel proud of being different.

To be able to work with everyone in my class.
	I understand what diversity is.
I know how my school is diverse.

I know there are people who are different from me.

I know I can share the world with different people and get along with them.

I know that things can go wrong.

I know that when things go wrong I can feel embarrassed and find a solution.

I know that some bodies work in different ways.

I can find things that people are good at.
I know that everyone in my class is different.

I can work with anyone and I like working with different people.


	YEAR 3
	To understand how difference can affect someone.

To understand what ‘discrimination’ means.

To find a solution to a problem.

To use strategies to help someone who feels different.

To be welcoming.
	I know that we are all different in my class.

I understand how difference can make people feel excluded.

I know how someone in my school can feel like an outsider.

I know how to make sure there are no outsiders in my school.

I understand where some problems come from.

I can find a solution to a problem.

I know why it’s hard to be different.

I know how to help someone to be strong.

I know the behaviour that makes someone feel like an outsider.

I know how to make someone feel welcome.


	YEAR 4
	To know when to be assertive.

To understand why some people choose to get married.

To overcome language as a barrier.

To ask questions.

To be who you want to be.
	I know what assertive means.

I know why being assertive is sometimes hard.

I know what marriage is.

I know who can get married in the UK.

I know why people choose to get married.

I know people speak different languages.

I know how language can be a barrier.

I can find ways to overcome barriers.

I know that we all have choices.

I know why it’s good to learn about new and different things.

I know why sometimes people don’t speak up.

I know everyone in this school should be proud of who they are.


	YEAR 5
	To learn from our past.

To justify my actions

To recognise when someone needs help

To appreciate artistic freedom.

To accept people who are different from me.
	I know that we all grow old.

I understand the cycle of life.

I know sometimes we have to make difficult decisions.

I can justify my actions.

I know people have different life experiences.

I can empathise with others.

I know that art can demonstrate freedom.

I know that there are different people living in my community.

I accept everyone who is different from me.


	YEAR 6
	To promote diversity.

To stand up for discrimination.

To challenge the causes of racism.

To consider how my life may change as I grow up.

To recognise my freedom.
	I can recognise the reasons which lead people to fight in wars.

I know why we remember those who have died in wars.
I know what diversity is.

I can accept that other people may be different from me.

I understand that living in the UK means accepting and celebrating diversity.

I understand the reasons why some people may choose to hide their identity.

I understand how people are labelled by rumours and assumptions.

I can identify ways to stand up to prejudice and challenge rumours.

I know what prejudice is.

I know what can happen if racism is not challenged.

I know how to challenge racist behaviour.

I know I have rights.

I know I can decide how I live my life when I grow up.

I know I can be who and what I want to be.


	In addition, the following themes are revisited every year in Key Stage 2 with the foundation for these being laid in Reception and Key Stage One.

Children are given opportunities to: 

-Work cooperatively to solve problems.                                         

-Make and maintain friendships and other relationships.

-Resist unwanted pressure and behaviour.                                 

-Empathise with others’ experiences and feelings.

-Manage different emotions and develop strategies to resolve conflict and deal with bullying.

-Ask for personal support and advice.                                            

-Develop respect for themselves and others.

-Value families and friends as a source of mutual support.        

-Value diversity and recognise the importance of equality of opportunity.

-Take increasing responsibility for keeping their mind and body safe and healthy.

-Feel positive about themselves and be sensitive towards the feelings of others.

-Explore their personal values.

-Be honest and fair and have respect for rules, the law and authority.

-Take an active interest in varied aspects of school life and the wider environment.

Children are taught to understand: 

-The benefits of family and friends and the issues which can arise.

-Situations which produce conflict and the nature of bullying.

-How injustice and equality can affect people’s lives.

-The range of their own feelings and emotions.

-How cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live.

-That people differ in what they believe is right and wrong.

-That personal actions have consequences.

-The range of jobs carried out by people in their community.

-How the environment can be affected by the decisions we make individually and collectively.

-That local actions have global effects because of connections between places and people.

-How poverty and inequality can cause problems.




Monitoring and evaluation

The school reviews the effectiveness and impact of its Relationships Education curriculum as part of its usual operating procedures and the outcomes are used to improve and develop the school’s work in this area.
The role of parents

Parents do not have the legal right to withdraw their child from any aspect of Relationships Education – this exemption applies only to Religious Education and Sex Education. Parents are encouraged to contact the headteacher if they have concerns about the curriculum that is being taught to their child.

The responsibility for the Relationships Education policy rests with the Governing Body of the school. Parents are invited to contribute to the review and evaluation of the policy through a range of engagement exercises (including the opportunity to view any teaching materials that are used) and the school welcomes feedback on an ongoing basis.  
Relationships Education content is included in the curriculum newsletters that each family receives at the beginning of each term so parents and carers are aware of the specific areas being taught.

Accessibility of the policy
The policy is placed on the school website and is referred to within the school’s prospectus. It will be reviewed every three years or earlier if the statutory requirements asked of the school change.
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